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Issue 10: Christmas 2009 

Not long ago, I fulfilled a lifetime ambition to hear the legendary 
Leonard Cohen sing live at the NEC. It was a sensational evening.  
hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴƎǎ ōŜƎƛƴǎΣ ά{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ L ŦƛƴŘ L ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦϦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘέΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ   

learning from it, is mere nostalgia. 

Lƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭΣ ƛƴ 
order to show Jesus against the background of the Old Testament: as one writer puts it, 
Matthew is keen to show that Jesus "belongs to Bible history but also crystallizes its 
ƘƻǇŜέΦ Matthew quotes from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea and Micah, among others, and 
sees Jesus as the fulfillment of prophecy.  
He also compares Jesus and Moses.   

¶ Both were threatened at birth 

¶ Both came out of Egypt to journey to the land of Israel (Matthew Chapter 2 and 
Exodus Chapter 2) 

¶ .ƻǘƘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ όWŜǎǳǎΩ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ aƻǎŜǎ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ  ǘƘŜ wŜŘ {Ŝŀύ 

¶ Both spent time in the wilderness 
.ƻǘƘ ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ŀ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ  (the giving of the Ten Commandments 
and the Sermon on the Mount). 
 
Matthew is saying that just as Moses instituted a new covenant, so does Jesus. For 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿΣ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΥ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ     
dealings with us. 
 
However, the coming of Jesus that first Christmas, though rooted in the Old Testament, 
marks a ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ 
celebrate Christmas: the baby in the manger grows up to become the man who dies on 
a cross for us and is raised to life on the first Easter Sunday. He is our Saviour! When we 
could not save ourselves, Jesus came to save us! 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
not be overly nostalgic about it, for Jesus is Risen and calls us to serve Him today and in 
2010 as well! 
 

Happy Christmas and an exciting and inspiring 2010 to you all,   Charles 
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Wow ς what an amazing week!   After 10 months of planning, it all came together in an amazing way, with a 

team of 39 people all with the aim of sharing the love of Jesus with children and their families.  Throughout the 

months of planning, there was an overall assurance from God that this was an event that would be successful, but 

that did not mean that it was not without its many challenges!  So much 

time and effort had been put into the event and, with just a week to go, 

we had more helpers than children registered!  Yet, when we opened 

the doors on the Tuesday morning, there was a queue from the middle 

of the church to outside the building ς what a blessing! 

Fun Packed Programme  
69 excited children were divided into 6 groups, each named after a well 

known film, and given a dressing room which the group leaders had 

made an excellent job of decorating.  The Nemos were in the deep sea, the Madagascars in the jungle and the Ice 

Agers had an iceberg- to name just three!  A full fun-packed programme included songs; craft; drama; games; the 

story of David & Goliath told with the use of juggling balls; Karl & Katie (our puppets); and  worksheets.   

The Showstoppers Show 
On the Friday evening, all the children presented a show that the parents were 

invited to.  The response to this event surpassed many expectations.    A hog 

roast started the evening and just to walk outside and see the huge queue of 

people waiting to come into the event was fantastic.  Whilst eating, people had 

ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƛƴŘƻǿ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩ ŜǾŜƴǘΥ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ΨǎǘŀƭƭǎΩΣ 

each representing an activity that the church provides, giving an opportunity to 

find out more and to get involved.   Then the time came for the Showstopper 

ǎƘƻǿΗ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƘŜŀǘǊƛŎŀƭ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ψwƻȅŀƭ ±ŀǊƛŜǘȅ {ƘƻǿΩ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ  9ŀŎƘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 

one of the stories that they had learnt about during the week: Creation; Daniel 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴΩǎ 5ŜƴΤ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ DƻƭƛŀǘƘΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōƛǊǘƘΣ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

and resurrection.  Although the  children had had very limited rehearsal time, 

the evening proved a huge success, with lots of laughter and a great sense of 

community spirit.  It proved an amazing way of integrating with the             

community and huge thanks go to the Baptist Union for the grant they         

provided that enabled us to put on this event. 

A Springboard Event 
The whole week proved a real blessing for the team in getting to know each 

other more and it has proved to be a real springboard for the church ς Target 

Challenge Club attendance has risen from 15 to 60!, Basement now has over 40 young people in it and other       

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǳǊǊȅ bƛƎƘǘΩΦ  !ǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ 

needed with these activities ς whether it be making drinks, organizing a game, a talk, craft or just being there to    

provide support for the other leaders. If you could help in any way ς whether it be once every 6 weeks or on a 

weekly basis- please do speak to the leaders of these events. 

Please continue to pray for the families that have been touched through these events ς that relationships 

that have been made and the seeds that have been sown will continue to grow and develop.  

Melanie  Stubbs 

Holiday Bible Club July 2009 



Question:  How do you get people who are always busy to add one more thing to their list 
of priorities? 

That was the dilemma that faced me when I was asked to     
organise the Window on our Church event.  How was it        
possible to get people who already had full lives (and diaries), 
heading up the groups in church, to do even more? 

Answer:  You ask them!! 
 

I was amazed and delighted at the level of willingness to become involved.  
The reality was that once I had set the ball rolling, I had little to do.  True, I 
prepared leaflets for three of the groups and organised the Weekday    

²ŀƭƪŜǊǎΩ ŀƴŘ [ƛƎƘǘ [ǳƴŎƘΩǎ ǎǘŀƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  DǊƻǳǇ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ    
magnificent in what they undertook and what they achieved. 
 

On the night of the Holiday Club finale, I was able to do very little, due to my involvement with the Holiday Club, 
apart from putting up tables for each group.  What a display each of the groups put on!  I wonder if you, like me, 
were astounded at the number and variety of groups that are involved in our church life.  Certainly, the large  
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƻ ŦƛƭŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ άŀǳŘƛǘƻǊƛǳƳέ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƳŀȊŜŘΤ 
there were stalls there to advertise activities that would not normally be associated with the general notion of 
what church is about.  It lends weight to the argument that if church was taken out of the equation, the whole 
community would suffer in unexpected ways. 

My grateful thanks to all those who responded so well to the challenge.        Roy Ellis 
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From the point of view of Tigers/Target Challenge, 
the whole week was a preparation for the Window 
on Our Church event!  We had a captive audience 

for 4 days, not just one eveningé 

  

I had a chat with a couple of blokes who were very 
nervous about being in a church ï in fact, they hung 
around outside until the last minute!  But I think the 
whole week and the Window on Our Church event 

have been very influential in bringing many more  
children and their families to church on Wednesday 
and Friday evenings.  The children are telling their 
friends, which is great, and the parents know that 
their children are coming somewhere where they will 

have a good quality evening in a safe environment. 

  

So, we need to try to reach out to these children and 
families and draw them into the church, so they 
arenôt standing on the doorstep feeling nervous or 

out of place.  If 
only we had 
some more 

people to help! 

 

Mark 

 Broomfield 

Window on Our Church  

The stand that David 
Jeffery and I manned 
for our work with the 
GOOD NEWS newspa-
per resulted in four  
people, who do not  
receive it regularly, say-
ing that they would like 
to do so.   Interestingly, 
three of these were 
people at a distance 
from the church, one 

actually living in Welshpool!  Whilst Welshpool may be a 
bit too far for regular personal contact, we will post a copy 
and also maintain calls on the other three - follow-up is so 

important after an event like this.   P e t e r 

A BIG THANK YOU TO 

EVERYONE WHO HAS 

HELPED MAKE 

THESE EVENTS SO 

SUCCESSFUL! 
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The church leaders are all         
enormously grateful for the      
support you have given us over the 
past 18 months. We are humbled 
by the trust you have placed in us. 

 
An exciting Journey 

We are delighted by the fact that nobody voted 
against us becoming one church. We strongly 
believe that this is an affirmation that building 
this church together is Godôs will. We are now 
embarked on a very exciting journey as we 
seek to build Godôs Kingdom in this place. 
 
We will keep the commitments we 
have made to build a missional 
church, to   operate both in the area 
around the Crowmoor building and 
in the centre of town, where many 
people, under the leadership of 
Steve Barnwell, continue to work 
hard to get a new building on the 
Claremont site. 
 

The Church is Not a Building! 

The church, however, is not a   

Building Church Together 

building, it is people. It is people like us that 
God graciously uses to proclaim the gospel 
and thus build the Kingdom. Therefore, as 
Jude James  reminded us recently,  

 
ñBuilding ministries takes time,      
energy and a great deal of          
commitment.ò  

 
As we tithe our money, should we not also 
tithe our time and skills? We are the body of 
Christ and all need to be involved. The    
challenges are great, but the opportunities 
are endless. If we are going to seize the   

moment, we need your help.  
 

 

Using Your Gifts 

In the near future, we will identify 
clearly those areas where we need 
more help. When we do, please 
pray, think and then indicate 
where you can best use your gifts 
in Godôs service. 

 
Charles Crosland 

October 23 rd  saw our very first Curry Evening; this was wonderfully attended with 

over 100 guests. As food is always a big part of our ministry, we had an array of tasty 

dishes, from Vegetable Biryani and Chicken Tikka Masala, catering for those with a delicate    

preference, through to Hot Madras. Not wanting to leave anyone out, there was also provision for 

those who are not too keen on curry!!!! Nathan (our budding chef) provided us with a very tasty 

chicken hot pot. A huge thank you to all who helped make this evening such a success.  

In addition to food, there was an opportunity to test your skills on the Wii or at table tennis and 

bowling. A really fun evening!  

The idea behind all of this was to encourage you to invite your friends, colleagues, neighbours and 

family along. Invites were sent out to those we have contact with through our ministries (such as 

Light Lunch and the youth activities) and a special invite was taken to nearby Barleyfields (a short -

term respite facility); we were very pleased to welcome a number of guests from  

there.  Our aim is to deepen relationships and care for those in our community. 

Through demonstrating Christ, we pray that, in time, those we seek to serve 

will be drawn to him.  

Look out for future events and please pray for those you would like to ask next 

time.           Jude  James  

Curry Night! 
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As we have looked at the subject of the church on Sunday mornings, we have   

discovered that the church is not a building nor a denomination nor a structure: the church is people. 

As Godôs people,
 we are called to share our lives together as together we share the gospel. 

This means we are very keen to put down deep roots in those parts of town in which we are led to 

work, including the area around the Crowmoor building. 
 
We will do this in a variety of ways, but Light Lunch is a particularly enjoyable one. 

The numbers vary, but are usually between 25-35.The soup is extraordinarily good, whether home-

made tomato, vegetable, spicy parsnip or some other exotic recipe! The company is good, the   

laughter is loud and the caring authentic as we pray for those in need.  

 
We think this ministry is really  important and want it to grow, so (even though it may mean less soup 

for us! ) if  you have time on your hands on Wednesday lunchtimes on         

alternate weeks, why not come along and enjoy the soup and the company? 

Please donôt hesitate to bring a friend; this is an event for the community and 

not just the church! 
   
For times and dates, see the bulletin, pick up a leaflet from the Welcome Desk 

or visit the website www.church4u.co.uk    

Charles Crosland    

Over the past twelve months or so, ever since 
we went to meet our sponsored child, Henry, 
in the Dominican Republic, I have what I now 
know as the Lord calling me to do more. Any-
way, to cut a long story short, I asked Steve 
about this and he said that the Lord would 
make things clear to me when the time was 
right.  

 

When Roy and Mary returned from India, their 
presentation was the final piece of the jigsaw 
and this convinced me that this was what the 
Lord wanted me to do. I contacted BMS and 
they have offered me a place, ironically, in  
India, where Roy and Mary went.  Subject to 
medical and CRB clearance, I will be leaving for 
India on 24th February 2010. I will be  working 
on a building project  and working with some 

orphans in an  orphanage.  

 

It is a hard decision for me 
to leave the family behind, 
give up work for a month or so and to raise 
funds to pay for the trip.  Please pray that the 
Lord will provide the adequate funds and keep 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎŀŦŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ŀǿŀȅΦ 

Jon Whitehouse 

Answering the Call 

http://www.church4u.co.uk/
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Decide  

He told us on that        

mountain  

Decide today  

Here, now  

But who was he  

One against so many  

Decide  

Decide  

His words echoed  

In my head  

In my heart  

Baal or God  

Baal or God  

As they danced  

And shouted  

Screamed  

And wept  

As they cut themselves  

And blood flowed  

Like water  

Till at the last  

They sat  

Or stood  

Or lay  

In that vast silence  

That was  

Their answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then he acted  

The one  

Pouring water  

Litres of it  

Splashing  

Flowing  

Soaking  

Wetting  

All that rebuilt altar  

The sacrifice  

The wood  

The trench  

The earth  

And he prayed  

Just one man  

Lord  

Show your power  

And fire fell  

From heaven  

Consuming  

All that wood  

All that altar  

All that water  

All that sacrifice  

And all my doubt  

The Lord he is God  

The Lord he is God.  

Decision  

Poem written by Roy Ellis  

 

Enjoy the traditional carols & readings, 
with mince pies and hot drinks to follow. 

20th December 6.30 pm 

20th December 10.30 am 

Christmas Family  
Service 

Something for everyone, 
with the children taking 

part! 

Carols by Candlelight 
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Operation Christmas Child  

Yes, weôve decided to do it again! Last year was our first attempt, and we think it 

went really well, having checked and dispatched over 4,000 shoe boxes. 

By the Grace of God, weôve already got a warehouse for checking our shoe boxes 
this year, and by the time you read this, the campaign 

will be a fortnight old! 

Last year around 90,000 shoe boxes went to Belarus in 
the former Soviet Union. This year, the destination is 
still a former Russian state, but this time it is Kyrgyzstan. The      
population is around 5.5 million, with 30% under the age of 15! For 
many of these children, a shoe box will be the only present they     
receive this Christmas! It takes 20 days for our shoe boxes to get as 
far as Georgia in a container-that gives you some idea of the  journey 
and thatôs in ónormalô weather. If it turns nasty, it could be a lot longer.                                                                

Jerry Kurek 

 

92 shoe boxes were collected on Shoebox Sunday at    
Shrewsbury Baptist Church 

Jerryñwhy canõt we 

put chocolate in?  Is 

it because it might 

melt? 

The contents of every 
box are the checked 
by a team of   
volunteers. Some 
items may have to be 
removed and/or extra 
items added from the 
ôfillersõ which have 
been generously 
donated by local 
companies.  

Boxes are sorted into their age and sex 
group categories and then boxed up in large 
brown boxes. 

Each large box holds 13-15 shoe 
boxes.  They are sealed and then 
are collected to go to the Wrexham. 

From Wrexham the 
boxes are sent to  
Kyrgyzstan 

Kyrgyzstan is a very cold 

country so itõs not because 

of the climate, Itõs because 

not all countries will allow 

chocolate to be taken in.  It 

would be a great shame if 

the children could not have 

their boxes because the 

authorities stopped the 

boxes being taken into the 

country, so we have to  

respect their rules. 

Boxes are received and stacked 
at the warehouse. 

Boxes are repacked and taped to secure. 

Stop Press ς Almost 3000 boxes were checked at the    
warehouse.  It was a great blessing to all who were involved and I 
would like to offer my personal thanks to all those who helped 
with providing boxes, checking them and taking part in the 
team.  Please pray for safety of the boxes as they travel across 
the world and for all the children who will receive a box! 




