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Look Back and Learn!

Not long ago, fulfilled a lifetime ambition to hear the lege
Leonard Cohen sing live at the NEC. It was a sensational evenifg
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learning from it, is mere nostalgia.
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order to show Jesus against the background of the Old Testament: as one writer guts it, T Jon answers Go
Matthew is keen to show that Jesus "belongs to Bible history but also crystallizes fis 1 New format for the evening

K 2 LJSldttdew quotes from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Hosea and Micah, among othreds, services

seeslJesus as the fulfillment of prophecy. 1 Look back on HBC

He also compares Jesus and Moses.

9 Both were threatened at birth § Thank you fiom the leadership

i Both came out of Egypt to journey to the land of Israel (Matthew Chapter Zand
Exodus Chapter 2)
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i Both spent time in the wilderness
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and the Sermon on the Mount).

1 Successful community events
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Matthew is saying that just as Moses instituted a new covenant, so does Jesdlls. For
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dealings with us. .
However, the coming of Jesus that first Christmas, though rooted in the Old Testadiment,
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celebrate Christmas: the baby in the manger grows up to become the man who dies on

a cross for us and is raised to life on the first Easter Sunday. He is our Saviour! WWihen wabowstoppers 2
could not save ourselves, Jesus came to save us! Window on our Church 3
B . o B . . Building Church Togethe 4

CKAA / KNAAauYlIaxz NBFTfSOuU 2y UKS LJaduxzpg3 CurryNight" “4¥2I‘

not be overly nostalgic about it, for Jesus is Risen and calls us to serve Him today and-ih——

2010 as well! Answering the Call 5
Light Lunch 5
Happy Christmas and an exciting and inspiring 2010 to you all, Charles Decide 6
.
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Wow ¢ what an amazmg week! After 10 months of planning, it all came together in an amazing way, W\
team of 39 people all with the aim of sharing the love of Jesus with children and their families. Throughout the
months of planning, there was an overall assurance from God that this was an event that would be succegsful, b

time and effort had been put into the event and, with just a week to

sv1 the doors on the Tuesday morning, there was a queue from the m
i of the church to outside the buildingwhat a blessing!

Fun Packed Programme

known film, and given a dressing room which the group leaders

provided that enabled us to put on this event.

A Springboard Event
The whole week proved a real blessing for the team in getting to know
other more and it has proved to be a real springboard for the chqrtharget
Challenge Club attendance has risen from 15 to 60!, Basement now has over 40 young people in it a

weekly basisplease do speak to the leaders of these events.
Please continue to pray for the families that have been touched through these egeht relatlonshlps‘_'
that have been made and the seeds that have been sown will continue to grow and develop. 3

Melanie Stubbs
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that did not mean that it was not without its many challenges! So much

go,

we had more helpers than children registered! Yet, when we opéned

ddle

69 excited children were divided into 6 groups, each named after a well

had

made an excellent job of decorating. The Nemos were in the deep sea, the Madagascars in the jungle and the

Agers had an iceberdgo name just three! A full futypacked programme included songs; craft; drama; gamesj the
story of David & Goliath told with the use of juggling balls; Karl & Katie (our puppets); and worksheets
The Showstoppers Show

On the Friday evening, all the children presented a show that the parents

invited to. The response to this event surpassed many expectations.

roast started the evening and just to walk outside and see the huge query]

people waiting to come into the event was fantastic. Whilst eating, peopl
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each representing an activity that the church provides, giving an opportunjg

find out more and to get involved. Then the time came for the Showsto
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one of the stories that they had learnt about during the week: Creation; Dianiel
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and resurrection. Although the children had had very limited rehearsal fime,

" the evening proved a huge success, with lots of laughter and a great sense of
' community spirit. It proved an amazing way of integrating with |the

community and huge thanks go to the Baptist Union for the grant they

each

nd oth
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needed with these activitieg whether it be making drinks, organizing a game, a talk, craft or just being there to
provide support for the other leaders. If you could help in any wayhether it be once every 6 weeks or on a




Window on Our Church

Question: How do you get people who are always busy to add one more thing to their list §
of priorities?

organise theWindow on our Churchevent. How was it
possible to get people who already had full lives (and diaries);
heading up the groups in church, to do even more?

That was the dilemma that faced me when | was asked 'w’

Answer: You ask them!!

8 | was amazed and delighted at the level of willingness to become invdlved.
The reality was that once | had set the ball rolling, | had little to do. Tgue, |
prepared leaflets for three of the groups and organised the Weelkday

2 f1SNEQ YR [A3IK{G [dzyOKQa adlftz odzi GKSNB ¢l .
magnificent in what they undertook and what they achieved.

On the night of the Holiday Club finale, | was able to do very little, due to my involvement with the Holiday Club,
apart from putting up tables for each group. What a display each of the groups put on! | wonder if you, lfke me,
were astounded at the number and variety of groups that are involved in our church life. Certainly, thg large
YydzYo SNJ 2F LI NByida FyR FTNASYRa 6K2 TFTAfSR (KNRdA 0K
there were stalls there to advertise activities that would not normally be associated with the general nogon of
what church is about. It lends weight to the argument that if church was taken out of the equation, the jwhole
community would suffer in unexpected ways.

My grateful thanks to all those who responded so well to the challenge. Roy Ellis

The stand that David
Jeffery and | manned
for our work with the
GOOD NEWS newspa-
per resulted in four
people, who do not
receive it regularly, say-
ing that they would like
to do so. Interestingly,
“““‘\ three of these were
v people at a distance
from the church, one
actually living in Welshpool! Whilst Welshpool may be a
bit too far for regular personal contact, we will post a copy
and also maintain calls on the other three - follow-up is so

important after an event like this. Peter

From the point of view of Tigers/Target Challenge,
the whole week was a preparation for the Window
on Our Church event! We had a captive audience
N A O eSS not just one

| had a chat with a couple of blokes who were very
nervous about being in a church i in fact, they hung
around outside until the last minute! But | think the
whole week and the Window on Our Church event
have been very influential in bringing many more
children and their families to church on Wednesday
and Friday evenings. The children are telling their
friends, which is great, and the parents know that
their children are coming somewhere where they will
have a good quality evening in a safe environment.

So, we need to try to reach out to these children and
families and draw them into the church, so they
arenot S ™ E ) e @Ol e W@l
out of place. If
only we had
[some more

~ people to help!

A BIG THANKYOU
EVERYONE WHO HAS
HELPED MAKE
THESE EVENTS S
SUCCESSFUL!

Mark
Broomfield
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Building Church Together

The church leaders are all  building, it is people. It is people like us that
gy cnormously grateful for the  God graciously uses to proclaim the gospel
¥ support you have given us over the  and thus build the Kingdom. Therefore, as
past 18 months. We are humbled  Jude James reminded us recently,

by the trust you have placed in us.

We are delighted by the fact that nobody voted

against us becoming one church. We strongly

believe that this is an affirmation that building ~ As we tithe our money, should we not also

this church together i stitheeuygtieng angyskills? We apgehe gadyeof

embarked on a very exciting journey as we Christ and all need to be involved. The

seek to build Godods Ki nghalengesiare geeat byt the|ogperanities
are endless. If we are going to seize the

moment, we need your help.

around the Crowmoor building and_
in the centre of town, where many ; = L
people, under the leadership of BRSNS . ,nr-as clearly those areas where we need
Steve Barnwell, continue to work jilies LA more help. When we do, please
hard to get a new building on the pray, think and then indicate
Claremont site. where you can best use your gifts

The church, however, is not a

October 23 ™ saw our very first Curry Evening; this was wonderfully attended with

over 100 guests. As food is always a big part of our ministry, we had an array of tasty

dishes, from Vegetable Biryani and Chicken Tikka Masala, catering for those with a delicate

preference, through to Hot Madras. Not wanting to leave anyone out, there was also provision for

those who are not too keen on curry!!!l Nathan (our budding chef) provided us with a very tasty
chicken hot pot. A huge thank you to all who helped make this evening such a success.

In addition to food, there was an opportunity to test your skills on the Wii or at table tennis and
bowling. A really fun evening!

The idea behind all of this was to encourage you to invite your friends, colleagues, neighbours and
family along. Invites were sent out to those we have contact with through our ministries (such as

Light Lunch and the youth activities) and a special invite was taken to nearby Barleyfields (a short -
term respite facility); we were very pleased to welcome a number of guests from
there. Our aim is to deepen relationships and care for those in our community.
Through demonstrating Christ, we pray that, in time, those we seek to serve
will be drawn to him.

Look out for future events and please pray for those you would like to ask next
time. Jude James

in Godbs service.
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Answering the Call

Over the past twelve months or so, ever since | orphans in an orphanage.

we went to meet our sponsored child, Henry, @

:(n the Dotr;:mch:arli Relrl)_ubllc, Itha\ée what I:ow " hard decision for _
now as the Lord calling me to do more. AnY- |45 jeave the family benin

B CUl a ‘ong sfory shor, | ass pve give up work for a month or so and to raise

Rt th.'S A nie gl el die Lorq R funds to pay for the trip. Please pray that the
make QIO clear o me whenRiSuuuas Lord will provide the adequate funds and keep
geht B 7 vite ar TS NG S
When Roy and Mary returned from India, their Jon WhitcliBES:
presentation was the final piece of the jigsaw
and this convinced me that this was what the
Lord wanted me to do. | contacted BMS and
they have offered me a place, ironically,| in
India, where Roy and Mary wentSubiject t
medical and CRB clearance, | will be leaving fo
India on 24th February 2010. | will be working
on a building project and working with so ‘

The numbers - ays, but Light
ary, but are g
made tomato ve usually between 25
a0, vegetable, sp; _ -35.The soup | P
laughter is Joyg and the Carinpgcgug]aersglcp Or some other exgt'if: ?:a(tcri%(;r,d%? rily good, whether home
as we pray for those j * The company j -
in need. Y Is good, the

Lunchis a particularly enjoyable one

nds on w
Y not come ednesday [unchti
€ase onot along and enjoy the soup an)é th”Chnmes
not just the chyrchy €sitate "t e company?

For times anq ¢

. ates, see the . .

or visit the website Www.chUrctr)]Zteggfuilck Up a leaflet from the Welcome p
\ e esk

Charles Crosiang
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http://www.church4u.co.uk/

¥ Decide

Decide today
Here, now

But who was he
One against so many
Decide

Decide

His words echoed
In my head

In my heart

Baal or God

Baal or God

As they danced
And shouted
Screamed

And wept

As they cut themselves
And blood flowed
Like water

Till at the last
They sat

Or stood

Or lay

In that vast silence
That was

Their answer.

Decision

‘ He told us on that
mountain

Then he acted
The one

Pouring water
Litres of it
Splashing
Flowing
Soaking
Wetting

All that rebuilt altar
The sacrifice
The wood
The trench
The earth
And he prayed
Just one man
Lord
Show your power
And fire fell
From heaven
Consuming
All that wood

All that altar
All that water

All that sacrifice
And all my doubt
The Lord he is God
The Lord he is God.

Poem written by Roy Ellis

Community
Christmas
Brunchy& 10.30am

Come and enjoy a relaxed brunch

13th Dec.

and sing favourite carols together
around the free!

Numbers are limited, email or ring by

Wed 9th Dec. to book your brunch!

@

20th December 6.30 pm

Carols by Candle

Enjoy the traditional carols & readings,
with mince pies and hot drinks to follow.
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Yes, webve decided to do it again! L a
went really well, having checked and dispatched over 4,000 shoe boxes.

By the Grace of God, wedve already got# Pwar eh
this year, and by the time you read this, the campaign
will be a fortnight old!

Last year around 90,000 shoe boxes went to Belarus in
the former Soviet Union. This year, the destination is
still a former Russian state, but this time it is Kyrgyzstan. The
| population is around 5.5 million, with 30% under the age of 15! For
many of these children, a shoe box will be the only present they
receive this Christmas! It takes 20 days for our shoe boxes to get as
far as Georgia in a container-that gives you some idea of the journey
and thatodés in O6normal 6 weather. |If

| Jerry Kurek

Stop Press ¢ Almost 3000 boxes were checked at the
warehouse.It was a great blessing to all who were involved and |
92 shoe boxes were collected on Shoebox Sund Would like to offer my personal thanks to all those who helped

Shrewsbury Baptist Church with providing boxes, checking them and taking part in |the
team. Please pray for safety of the boxes as they travel across
the world and for all the children who will receive a box!

The contents of gyery
box are the chec
by a team of
volunteers. Someg

been generously
donated by local
companies.

From Wrexham the
boxes are senf to
Kyrgyzstan

Boxes are repacked and tapedfto se

Jermfiwhy cang¢t we
put chocolate in? Is

it because it might

melt?

Kyrgyzstan is a very cold
country so i
of the cl i ma
not all countries will allow
chocolate to be taken in. It
would be a great shame if
the children could not have
their boxes because the
authorities stopped the
boxes being taken into the
country, so we have to
respect their rules.

5.
- — o T ALY
Each large box hols di®e
boxes. They are sealed and then
are collected to go to the 2xham.
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